
Vermeille Internationale 

Annual General Assembly 2021 

held virtually on Zoom on Wednesday, 27th January 2021 at 18h00 

Present: 53 members registered on line via the website of Vermeille Internationale before the 

meeting ; the documents (minutes of last year’s AGM, President’s report, Treasurer’s report) were 

available on the website ; voting took place on line and was recorded.  

Apologies: John Hall; Claude and Catherine Dray; Helen Donoghue; Michael Delahunty; Karla and 

Dan Ptacek. 

Item 1: The president began the meeting by welcoming everyone, especially the Mayor and the 

Adjoint de la Culture.  

Item 2: Minutes of last year’s AGM had already been circulated on-line and approved unanimously. 

The president pointed out that, because of Covid, the committee had decided to postpone the 

question of donating to environmental charities to a later date so that the association could 

concentrate on supporting people, particularly children, in difficulties. 

Item 3: President’s report. The president summarised his report, pointing out that although it had 

been a difficult year the association had continued to hold activities on Zoom, keeping people in 

contact around the world with virtual aperos, quizzes and presentations on Thanksgiving and 

Festivals. Thanks to the generosity of our members, 2800€ had been raised for our charities. The 

president thanked the committee, our technology experts Melissa Payson and Stephanie Browne, 

and the Mairie for its continued support, in particular Carole Lemarcis for her help. The report was 

approved unanimously. 

Item 4:  Treasurer’s Report. The accounts for 2020 were approved unanimously. The treasurer 

pointed out that we started the year with 1486,87€ and ended with 1373,14€. She explained that 

our accounts were markedly different from 2019 for a number of reasons: a smaller amount of 

money generated by activities (only two Apero events and a meal); no exhibition; slightly smaller 

subvention; fewer subscriptions received. Nevertheless, an impressive amount of money had been 

received in donations allowing us to give 2832,57€ to our charities. It was explained that we 

continue to donate to worldwide charities supporting children in difficulties. We also support local 

organisations too. Sally O’Farrell explained that although we had given 200€ to Fondation des 

Femmes in March, we agreed to send a further 300€ following a nationwide appeal for funds to 

support women in difficulties during the pandemic. 

Item 5: Donations to charities. The president explained that we continue to support MSF, but the 

other international charities are chosen because of a direct connection with our members. Zazakely 

is an orphanage on a small island near Madagascar but it also provides food and medical help for the 

local community; Terre et Culture Solidaire in Senegal provides green spaces for schools and is also a 

hub for supporting women setting up small businesses; Fondation Kan Guru is an orphanage for 

children of Nepalese mountain guides who have died in the mountains.  Locally, we supported the 

Food Bank in Perpignan who appealed for funds in a difficult year and we continued to support 

Resto de Coeur in Port-Vendres by donating wrapping paper, games, books and chocolate Father 

Christmases for Christmas. We gave money for children’s presents at the Refuge Ste Joseph in 

Banyuls and we continue to support literacy by buying books for the Creche in Port-Vendres to be 

given to the children on their birthdays. We also donate much needed money to the Port-Vendres 



lifeboat. The president thanked everyone who has donated over the year which has enabled the 

association to continue its aim of supporting local and international charities. 

Item 6: Helloasso. The president explained that Helloasso has been in existence for 13 years and it 

provides help for large and small associations throughout France and in the local area. The 

committee had had many discussions and had done a lot of research into the benefits of joining 

Helloasso. As a result, the committee decided it would help our association by participating in it: the 

handling of subscriptions and membership lists; tickets for events and organising activities; possible 

selling of goods (our publications, for example). Members can access the site through our own 

website. There are no fees and it is not obligatory to make a donation to Helloasso when paying on 

the secure site. If members experience difficulties, the president asked them to contact us about it. 

It was agreed unanimously to use Helloasso. It is hoped that this will become the main method of 

handling money in the future. 

Item 7: Elections. Sally O’Farrell was unanimously elected to the post of secretary. Sally expressed 

her thanks to the members for their confidence in her. 

The president explained that Michiel Kok, the Vice-President, had decided to step down because of 

health problems and family commitments. David thanked Michiel for his support over the years. The 

post of Vice President will remain vacant this year and members were asked to step forward if they 

would like to be involved in the running of the association. 

Item 8: Subscription. The subscription usually covers the running costs of the association.  It has 

been decided that, since we have fewer members this year, a rise in the subscription from 2€ to 5€ 

will help us to continue. This was approved by 52 votes to 1.  

Item 9: Any Other Business. Following the success of our recipe book, the association is proposing 

another publication, “Days Out”. If members have suggestions for a day out in our region, they are 

asked to send details and photos to us. A Virtual Art Exhibition is also being discussed. The president 

thanked Sue Wheeler for her organisation of an excellent Zoom Wine Tasting event. Sue talked 

about the possibility of organising another wine tasting and also a presentation on the contribution 

of the Cote Vermeille to the History of Art. The president expressed his appreciation for members 

organising other events. The Zoom activities help bring people together and promote our region. 

The Mairie expressed their appreciation at being invited to the AGM on Zoom and also invited our 

members to visit the Microfolie at the Dome. This allows people to visit Art Museums in France and 

Internationally without having to travel. It is hoped that an exhibition space for artists will be ready 

in April in the Cour de Fer a Cheval, below the Dome. 

The president thanked everyone for participating in the AGM. He was pleased to announce that the 

sightings of a hundred storks flying over and the almond trees in bloom meant that spring is on its 

way. The meeting closed at 19h00. 

 

 


